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Serving Our Communities
Harla Jean Biever, President
Board New Hope Resource Center

New Hope Resource Center is located
on the Colbert Presbyterian Church
campus at Highway 2 and Colbert Road.
It is a faith based ecumenical organization,
sharing the resources of the participating
congregations and communities to
serve basic human needs. The Center
covenants to do this without prejudice or
discrimination, following Christ’s example
in North Spokane County, including the
communities of Elk, Chattaroy, Colbert
and Mead. Supported by 17 participating
churches, numerous organizations, and
individuals for 10 years The Center is
fulfilling this mission.. In 2012, a total of
4,688 clients received help with necessities
and financial assistance.
Coupled with the Center is the North
County Food Pantry, located on the
campus of Open Bible Country Church at
Elk. Through October of this year 271,218
pounds of food were distributed through
this Food Pantry. The facility has become
not only a source for needed food but a
place where clients can have a cup of
coffee or a bowl of hot soup and a listening
ear.
If you would like to be a part of this
important ministry, or for information call:
New Hope Resource Center
Phone: 509-467-2900
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2014 Annual Meeting and
Dinner/Auction
RESERVE THIS DATE
Saturday, February 22, 2014
Wandermere Golf Club
Doors Open 5:30pm
Meeting: 6:30pm
Dinner 7:00pm
Enjoy the meal, catch up on the
latest happenings, and experience a
time of fellowship with others who live
in our Valley. At the bottom of the enclosed membership form is a tear-off
portion for ordering your tickets. The
cost is $20.00 per person. Fill it out
and send it in today. Call Harla Jean
466-2823 if you have questions.

He cooked.
We ate.
He walks on trails now, unseen.
We mourn.

In Memoriam

Augy Augustine
A true Friend of the
Little Spokane River Valley
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Our New bridge
Martha Schaefer

Kudos to Max J. Kuney
Construction and Spokane County
for the new lower Little Spokane
Drive Bridge at Mill Road. We’d
like to give a shout out to the great
work they did as our neighborhood
watched the progress with approval.
Workers carefully minimized the
impact on adjacent areas of their
project during construction the past
two summers while also being
attentive to the possibility of Native
American artifacts that might be
present around the site.
Our members are enjoying
the nice addition of trail work
which accompanied the bridge’s
replacement. Since the impact on
the river bank was minimal, the
County donated the excess trees
and shrubs not needed for mitigation
to public lands within the river valley.
There were more than 50 trees and
shrubs added to our landscape. We
also appreciate the willingness of
Spokane County Department of
Roads and Engineering to listen to
the FLSRV Board’s request to adopt
a design one of our members saw in
Issaquah; as a result those traveling
through the Valley now enjoy views
through the repeated “windows”
design on the railings showcasing
the river.
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Is Your Last Rose Of Summer
Going To The Deer?
Article Courtesy of
Crossing Paths News Notes
Published by
Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife

August is the time to enjoy the
fruits of your gardening labors,
from tomatoes on the vine to those
last roses of summer on the bush.
But are deer thwarting your plans
for backyard garden gratification?
Those lovely, graceful, peaceful
creatures can frustrate even
the most benevolent, wildlifeappreciative gardener, especially
when there’s a small herd helping
themselves. And as natural forage
is drying out with late summer heat,
irrigated landscapes and gardens
become more attractive to more
deer.
Deer repellents, commercially
available or homemade, can be a
good short term solution. They work
best if applied before deer develop
a routine feeding pattern, so you
actually should have been using
them two months ago to prevent a
habit from forming, instead of trying
to break one now. Most repellents
have to be re-applied after rain or
watering. And they work because
they have a disagreeable odor and/
or taste - disagreeable not only to
deer, but also to you!
Like most animals, deer are
neophobic (fearful of novel or newon-the-landscape objects), so things
like barking dogs, scarecrows,
bright lights, radios, whistles and
other noisemakers can work - for a
while. Deer soon get accustomed to
these things and damage resumes
after they realize no actual harm
will come to them.
The best insurance against deer
(or elk) damage is a high (six to eight
feet) woven-wire fence. That may
be the ticket for a vegetable garden,
or around individual young trees
or shrubs. But fencing may not be
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practical nor aesthetically acceptable
around an entire landscape.
Landscaping with deer-resistant
plants may be your best alternative
to fencing.
There is no such thing as a
completely deer-proof plant in every
situation with every deer. Whether
or not a plant will be eaten depends
on several factors: the deer’s
nutritional needs, its previous feeding
experience, plant palatability, time of
year, and availability of wild foods.
When preferred foods are scarce,
there are few plants that some deer
will not at least try to eat. A large deer
population can create competition for
food, causing deer to eat many plants
that they normally would avoid. A walk
or drive through your neighborhood
can give you an idea of what plants
are being eaten or avoided by deer.  
In most areas, deer love roses,
willows, clover, dandelions, and many
kinds of berry-producing plants. A
list of food plants used by Pacific
Northwest deer is available at:
wdfw.wa.gov/living/deer.html#food
Deer tend to avoid established
(not necessarily young new growth)
irises, daylilies, daffodils, sedums,
poppies, lilacs, lavender and many
herbs. A list of deer-resistant plants
is available at:
wdfw.wa.gov/living/deer.html#landscaping
If you don’t want your last rose of
summer going to the deer, and are
ready to use more deer-resistant
plants, just keep in mind that anything
you add now to a landscape already
suffering from severe deer damage,
will likely also be browsed - at least
initially.
Let us know what works - or not for you, and we’ll share more tips with
your fellow wildlife-loving gardeners
in future editions.
E-mail Crossing Paths editor
Madonna.Luers@dwfw.wa.gov
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Looking Back
Tina Wynecoop

While growing up in western
Washington, I thought it was the most
interesting place in the world - until
I moved to eastern Washington in
1970 to teach school on the Spokane
Indian Reservation.  I loved my first
graders and was glad when a tribal
member asked me to marry him - it
meant, among other things, that I
could stay connected to them and
their families.
We moved to Colbert, our current
home, in 1976. A long-held library
position at Spokane Public Library
(downtown) was one of those jobs
for which you can’t believe you are
getting paid to be in the midst of
mountains of books and the wonderful
people who use libraries. During this
time, Judge worked in the woods all
over the region as a gyppo logger.
We raised two sons in what was once
considered the rural part of the county
(Hatch Road had maybe eight homes
on it, including our own) Playing
outdoors and attending Mead schools
served the boys well. Both sons
logged with their dad. Our grocery
budget was huge.
Our first son is a state trooper, and
second son is a pilot. They, their
wives and children make our lives
special, as does this organization,
birding, church, gardening, kayaking,
wild flowers, friends, reading about,
and writing pieces on local history.
Although I love to visit Puget Sound
and it’s salt water and mountains, for
44 years the landscape of the eastern
part of our state has become my
beloved “home ground.”
FLSRV Trails committee member since
1998-ish
FLSRV board member since 2008-ish
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Trails To The Library(S)
Tina Wynecoop

“The only thing you absolutely have to
know is the location of the library.”
– A. Einstein
Libraries are popping up all over our Little
Spokane River community, and we’re not
just talking about the North Spokane Library
on Hawthorne Rd. But let’s begin with the
library we are most likely to have used: the
county library, established and supported
by citizen tax dollars, had its beginning as a
concept in 1938 when voters in Spokane and
Pierce counties established ‘library districts’
– the first in Washington State. Five years
later, library services were initiated and since
there were no buildings, the service operated out of the already established Spokane
Public Library. Also in 1943 the first county
library director was named: Margaret Grein,
and, in 1948, the first district office site was
purchased in Browne’s Addition at 1604 W.
Riverside (currently the location of Peterson
Dental, across the road from Spokane Fire
Station No. 4). Library service was to be
provided through deposit stations, bookmobiles, and the continuing contract with SPL.
The first bookmobile was purchased in 1951.
In 1968 the North Spokane County library
branch opened at 10503 N. Division St., -the
current address of North Spokane Bicycle
Shop, just north of Hawthorne on Division.
(see footnote) Although the building has been
enlarged, it is still the original library structure.
In 1972 the library moved to its new site at 44
E. Hawthorne. Computer catalogs replaced
card catalogues in 1991, and seven years
later in-library public Internet access and
dial-in phone access were added services.
In 2008 SCLD purchased land for a future
library branch at Perry and Hastings Road.
Overdue fees were raised for the first time in
14 years in 2011 - still quite a bargain!
Full-sized libraries are not a thing of the
past – they remain precious democratizing
resources for the communities they serve.
And now little free libraries are showing up
everywhere. According to a Seattle Times
article, “In the Northwest and cities, suburbs,
towns, and rural communities across the continent and even in countries like Ghana and
China, in a single year, - more than two thousand simple, little ‘gestures of goodwill’ have
been built: Little Free Libraries. They look like
a birdhouse on a post and are usually placed
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in front of somebody’s house. What they contain are free books and are a phenomenon that
began in Wisconsin in 2009 by two men, Rick
Brooks, 64, and Todd Bol, 56. Their concept has
become so popular that they have a hard time
listing all the new LFLs on a map on their website: littlefreelibrary.org
This website has tips, plans for making libraries, kits and even t-shirts. On it one can view a
Google map of all the registered LFLs around
the world.

Every LFL has different books to choose
from – all have been left by others to share with
their neighbors – including children’s literature,
young adult books, novels, recent magazines,
non-fiction books, and newly-released hardback
books (but no political or religious tracts).
One of your FLSRV board members is making a LFL to place along near his home along
Little Spokane Drive. Another board member, on
her daily walk with her best four-legged friend,
spotted a little library already in place in the
Blackhawk neighborhood. And now there is
one installed on Hatch Road. My neighbor, Bob
Duft, built a little free library for me. I painted it,
gathered books, registered it, and my husband
installed it on a large granite boulder that had
been placed alongside the FLSRV trail, near
the county pool. This LFL’s registration is No.
10,297. It’s on the map! It’s now part of such a
cool phenomenon. Come see it – take a book,
leave a book. Build your own.
- Footnote In doing research for this article, I interviewed
the owner of the bike shop, Michael Conley, who
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said that he had purchased the 10503 N. Division building from an old Scotsman named
Marion Castle in 1989 after leasing/renting
from him for five years. Castle also owned
and ran a small trailer park where Wonderland is now. Castle initially used the building
at 10503 as his office for his road building/
construction office.
The current owner thinks Castle may have
built the first runway at Fairchild. A previous
tenant of the bike shop was a fellow who had a
cabinet business, whose lease Michael Conley assumed. During intervening years, from
1968-1972, Spokane County Library District
leased this same building for its north side
branch, and after that the building was leased
by Walter’s Paint and Wallpaper. According to
the current owner, there are still several walls
with the original wallpaper in the center of the
shop.
Now it gets even more interesting to our
Little Spokane River Valley history buffs: I
searched for information about Marion Castle, the man who owned, leased, rented and
then sold the building and discovered an
article written by Frances Tipton and published in the Tri-County Tribune. Tipton was
apparently the designated columnist for our
area. He announced, in the September 6,
1956 edition of the newspaper that the Country Homes Kiwanis club would be holding a
fund-raiser - an old-fashioned threshing bee
on the ranch of Cecil Pounder. The attractions would be old farm implements, including an ancient steam threshing machine. No
charges would be asked for admission, and
sandwiches and other refreshments would
be served and charged for, with the proceeds
going to one of the club’s latest projects: a
horse riding ring for the children of the community to train their horses. “More and more
children in this district are owning and riding
horses and have no place to ride or train but
the highway.” [Hmmm, sounds like the precursor to the FLSRV trail system established in
the 1990’s!]
The construction of the horse ring was
done by our Scotsman and his Marion Castle
Construction Firm located at 10503 N. Division. He built the ring at cost. Ira Fuson,
another longtime valley resident reported
that the project had the full support of all the
youngsters and their parents, as was gleaned
from attendees at the threshing bee held at
the Pounder place on Sunday, September
13, 1956. The project was considered a most
“worthy cause.”
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Valley Cleanup 2013

We’re ‘Friends’ with
WSDOT
and
The Children of the Sun
pedestrian pathway.

Michael Kennedy
Friends of the Little Spokane River Valley
held their annual cleanup day for the valley on
Saturday, April 22, 2013. Last year in 2012, we
had the largest turn out in years with about 30
people, and we had more than enough teams to
cover every route and then some. Unfortunately,
this year we had the lowest turnout I can remember and did not have enough teams to cover all
routes. Some people even had to work alone.
Our goal each year is to clean up most of the
major roads in the valley from Wandermere to
Perry; Shady Slope to the top of the hill; Dartford
to Hazard Road; Hatch Road to the pool; and
Golden Road, Midway, and Colbert Road including some new areas along US 395.
We still collected a lot of paper trash, miscellaneous wood, glass bottles, and cans. Estimated
total trash was 30 to 35 bags, less than the previous year’s total.
After the cleanup, a chili feed was held at Bart
and Lindell Haggin’s home for those who helped
out. A big thank you to those responsible for a
great meal: Tina Wynecoop and Lindell Haggin
for the chili, Martha Schaefer and Roberta Ellis
for the cornbread, Rick Kellogg for drinks, and
Harla Jean Biever for the cookies. Thanks to all
who helped with both cleanup and the cooking!
Please mark your calendars for next year’s
cleanup scheduled in April. We need your time
and your continued support and help to keep our
valley clean!

Four times a year FLSRV board
members remove litter along a
portion of the trail. It is a fine
partnership!

Apex Industries make Herons
for New Bridge
Thanks to Apex Industries, Gordon
Cudney and Pat Mathews for making
these pieces of art (right) for the new
bridge at Wandermere. These will be
the final touch of a great looking bridge.
Thank you for your generous contribution
to help make the Little Spokane River
Valley a beautiful place.
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Page 4

December, 2013

Friends of
Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.
P.O. Box 18191
Spokane, WA 99228

Membership

Mark Your Calendar

Included in this newsletter is a
membership form for year 2014.
Your board is hard at work. Many
of the articles in this issue address
projects and issues we are working
on. We appreciate your support
by renewed membership. We will
keep you updated through our web
site, newsletters, and reminder post
cards; all a part of your privilege as
members.

Author, historian, and naturalist,
Jack Nisbet, will lead a walking
tour Saturday, May 10, 2014. The
group will meet at the turnoff to St.
George’s school and explore the
north side of Five Mile Prairie to
look at some very special Ice Age
flood features. A walk up a nearby
canyon will afford viewing some
flowering spring plants, native to our
region. This will be the third year a
tour of this nature has been offered
and those attending in the past
speak very highly of the experience.
A sign-up sheet will be included in
the next newsletter early spring of
2014, but mark your calendars for
this event.

FLSRV Website
Have you visited our web site? We
are continually updating information
in which you might be interested.
Take a look at flsrv.org.
FLSRV Newsletter
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Friends of Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.

FLSRV Newsletter
is a publication of:

Friends of Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.
P.O. Box 18191
Spokane, WA 99228
Phone: 509-466-2823

For article suggestions or comments,
contact Harla Jean Biever

Board of Directors
Lance Pounder, President
Martha Schaefer, Vice President
Lindell Haggin, Secretary
Harla Jean Biever, Treasurer
Jack Bury, Director
Richard Kellogg, Director
Michael Kennedy, Director
Kirk Neumann, Director
Tina Wynecoop, Director
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