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Keeping Pine River Park Open
Lance Pounder

Because of Spokane County
budget cuts we are looking for help
to keep Pine River Park open this
summer. We are seeking help in the
form of volunteers and donations.
Volunteers are needed to pick up
garbage and to empty garbage cans
into dumpsters at the park. We are
also looking for a group of neighbors
with riding lawn mowers to mow
the grass. If you can volunteer for
these necessities please call Lance
Pounder, 466-6751.
Monetary donations will be used
to offset some of the cost to help
keep the park open. Mail your
contribution to:
Harla Jean Biever, Treas., FLSRV
2220 E. Colbert Rd., Colbert, WA. 99005

Please mark on the check:
“Donation for Pine River Park”

New Board Members Elected
Kirk Neumann

Three new board members were
elected at the annual Friends of the Little
Spokane River Valley meeting. The
new board members will be working
with the existing members throughout
the year on issues that affect our local
river and community. The new board
members are Roger Slack, Rick Kellogg
and Kirk Neumann.
Roger Slack had spent nineteen years
with Spokane Public Schools before last
fall when he began working at Stratton
Elementary School in Newport. He’s
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certified in Special Education. Roger
enjoys his daily drive along the Little
Spokane River to and from its source.
He particularly likes living near the
meeting place of Deadman and Little
Deep Creeks.
 	 Rick Kellogg is originally from the
Walla Walla area of SE Washington.
He moved to Spokane in 1978
after graduating from the Southern
California College of Optometry. Rick
is President of the Eye Care Team in
downtown Spokane and his wife, Sue,
is a pharmacist with Sixth Avenue
Medical Pharmacy. In 1988 Rick and
Sue moved to their home on Little
Spokane River Drive where they raised
their two children—Ashley, a junior
in Accounting at WSU and Ryan,
who will be a freshman in Mechanical
Engineering at GU in the Fall. Rick
and his family enjoy a variety of water
and snow sports and he appreciates the
wonderful opportunities our Valley
offers for cycling, walking, canoeing
and kayaking.
Kirk Neumann is the father of four
boys and lives near the Little Spokane
River. Kirk works as a diving supervisor
for a commercial diving company that
performs underwater construction
services throughout the northwest. He
enjoys skiing, hiking, and leisurely
walks along the Little Spokane River
Trails system with his wife.
Roger, Rick, and Kirk are honored to
serve as members of the Friends of the
Little Spokane River Valley.
A sincere thank you is extended to
the outgoing board members that have
volunteered their time and efforts to the
Friends of the Little Spokane River in
the past. Thank you to Jim Ellis and
Dale Walker. Our by-laws call for a
maximum of nine board members and
we are pleased that all positions are
filled.
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Annual Meeting Held
Tina Wyncoop

Over the years The Friends of the Little
Spokane River Valley organization
has held its annual meeting at the
Wandermere Golf Course clubhouse.
Fabulous dinners and desserts, neat
door prizes, cool silent-auction items,
interesting and diverse speakers,
camaraderie, and elections of directors
comprised these much anticipated
meetings.
This year’s annual meeting, held on
April 9th, had a different venue, format
and flavor: homemade cookies, soft
drinks, and election officials greeted
attendees as they entered the door of
United Covenant Methodist Church.
(The board is grateful for the generosity
of the church in sharing its sanctuary
and foyer for this event – and for the
many years it has allowed us to hold
our planning sessions in its meeting
rooms). Our invited speaker, Professor
emeritus, Dr. Gene Kiver gave a very
interesting presentation on his specialty,
the multiple ice age floods and their
impact on our LSR valley.
Enough members voted, either in
person, or by proxy, to fulfill the needed
quorum, and election of all nominees
for director positions listed on the ballot
was unanimous.
Next year’s dinner/auction and
annual meeting will most likely revert
to the Wandermere Clubhouse – and
it will be even bigger and better than
ever because of the anticipated influx
of volunteers who will help put on this
annual event!
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Pine River County Park
Doug Chase

Pine River County Park was one
of the first parks established by
Spokane County. The Metropolitan
Mortgage Company and the
Midwest Investment Company
deeded the original eight acres to
Spokane County in 1960. Consisting
primarily of river frontage, the
land remained undeveloped due to
insufficient access. In 1966, two
parcels were added that provided
convenient public access.
Over the next three years, a
restroom, shelter, and footbridge
were constructed and landscaping
put in place. The North Spokane
Kiwanis Club and the Shadle Park
High School Key
Club donated time
and funds toward
development.
From 1984 through
1986, the park was
closed due to budget
cuts. The community
and
the
North
Suburban Lions Club
maintained the park
in 1987 to allow it to
reopen. In 1988, the
Parks
Department
once again assumed
responsibility for maintenance and
operations of the park. Permanent
picnic tables were added with
money from the Park Bond. The
North Suburban Lions Club and the
local community installed a shelter
in the swimming area. Irrigation was
added in 1989. A new shelter, play
equipment and roof to the restroom
were completed in 2002.
Community involvement in the
Park’s well-being is a long standing
tradition in this area of Spokane
County and this year has been no
different. Recognizing the value
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of Pine Rive County Park, the local
community is again coming forward in
these tough economic times to provide
services and keep the park open and
usable to the public throughout the
2010 Park Season. While Spokane
County Parks has implemented service
reductions for 2010 (see below) an
anonymous donor has pledged to fund
porta-potties for this park while other
community
members are working hard to provide
additional services such as litter pickup and disposal.
When times are tough, parks are
often the first to suffer in economic
downturns. While many view this as
a negative, there is an upside to this
trend – time after time, communities
have come together to demonstrate
the importance of parks through the

generosity of individuals, the advocacy
of some, and the volunteer work of
many. At Spokane County Parks,
Recreation & Golf, we’re pleased to
know that the community has again
embraced Pine River Park, upholding
a long-standing tradition of community
stewardship.

General Service Modifications
for 2010 Park Season
Doug Chase

Service Adjustments: Just as
many businesses and families are
experiencing fiscal challenges in
this economic downturn, Spokane
County Parks is no exception. Our
department is working hard to do
our part in 2010 to provide the best
service possible with a reduced
budget.
We sincerely appreciate the
community’s understanding, patience
and support in the implementation
of what we hope will be temporary
service reductions such as restroom
availability, trash removal, frequency
of mowing, and other maintenance
services outlined below. Given
limited resources, every attempt will
be made to maintain the park system
in a safe, clean condition.
In addition to a handful of site
specific service modifications (listed
below), three levels of service
modifications have been established
to be implemented throughout our
park system. Parks were assigned
a Level I, II, or III after careful
consideration of the following
criteria:

1) Estimated visitation
2) Recreation league play
3) Cost of service delivery
4) Revenue generated
5) Proximity to urban areas
6) Proximity to similar services
7) Variety of activities available
8) Proximity of other parks
9) Grant obligations
10) Cooperative agreements
11) Deed restrictions
Questions about the 2010 Park
season should be directed to Spokane
County Parks, Recreation
& Golf, at 509-477-4730.
- General Service / Continued on page 3 -
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Level III Park Service
Modifications in Detail
Parks shall still “open” annually
on April 15th and remain open
through October 15th. Effective for
2010, services as applicable will
be provided or otherwise limited
as defined below, June 1st through
September 15th as follows:
• Garbage service will not be provided. “Pack it
in, pack it out” policy in full effect.
• Restrooms will not be opened.
• Lawn areas will be mowed in the spring to
eliminate fire hazard, but will not be fertilized
or aerated.
• Staff will continue to respond to reports of
vandalism, but response times may increase.
Priority will be given to Level I and Level II
sites, while Level III sites will be addressed as
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Nothing else will do
I don’t need more jewelry, fine
woven stuffs, painted pottery, soft
leather gloves
But a mountain! One can never
have too many
Yes a small one will do with
smoothed-over green slopes or a
sharp one of grey granite with
snow frosting
I don’t really care
Only come back from your travels
with a mountain for me!
~ Margaret Tsuda
Several years ago a logger was
cutting trees on the east side of
Wellpinit Mountain in Stevens
County. He was cautioned by the
tribal forester to avoid cutting in
certain areas where cultural sites,
composed of vertical piles of rock,
- Mt. Spokane / Continued on page 4 -

Page 3

June, 2010

- Mt. Spokane / Continued from page 3 -

were located.
These rock piles, or cairns, were
built by Amerindians who inhabited
the Plateau region (east of the
Cascades to the Rocky Mountain
foothills) for at least 10,000-12,000
years before European contact.
Cairns marked vision quest sites and
were integral for rites of passage in
which individuals, both male and
female, made the transition from
puberty to adulthood.
The foothills of the Rocky
Mountains include the Selkirk
Mountains – one of which is Mt.
Spokane (former names: Mt. Baldy;
Mount Carlton/Carleton; and Chqw-ul-sm (Cottonwood) - the name
given to it by the Upper Spokane
Indians who depended on it for some
of their subsistence gathering.
This majestic peak in the northeast
corner of Spokane County looms
above our lovely Little Spokane
River Valley. It is a beautiful,
welcoming geographical feature
with ever-changing plays of light
and weather on her features. It is
visible from nearly everywhere in the
city of Spokane and the surrounding
counties.

The mountain’s watershed includes
Little Deep Creek, and Deadman
Creek (and Peone Creek with flows
from upstream into Deadman Creek)
all of which contribute their watery
run-off to the Little Spokane River
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as it meanders on its way downstream
to the confluence with the Spokane
River.
Back in Stevens County our logger
was careful as he worked around
these rock piles on the slopes of
Wellpinit Mountain. He knew of
other places where similar prehistoric
cairns were still intact: on the south
slope of this same mountain; on a
plateau overlooking a creek that forms
the eastern border of the Spokane
Reservation; and near aptly named
Four Mound Road, north of Fairchild
AFB
Mt.
Spokane
had
documented rock cairn
sites as well. Although
no cairns remain on the
Mount Spokane summit,
an 1895 travel account to
the mountain substantiates
their existence:
“I was very much
interested in the strange
character of the stone that
covered a level portion of
the top of the mountain. There were
acres and acres of just these loose,
thin sharp rocks that appeared as if
blasted out and taken up there and
dumped; and the strangest thing about
them is the many piles or
columns built up as high as
chimneys, and all over the
locality. They have been in
just this strange condition
for years. The oldest Indians
say they have no…knowledge
as to how these stones came
to be piled up in this manner,
nor for what purpose, but
they were unmistakably piled
by human hands.”
Bell, Beth, 1895 “On the top
of Mount Carleton.” The Northwest
Magazine, June 1895.
What did the remaining stone piles
have in common? The logger noticed
that they were strategically placed
with views of Mt. Spokane – visibly
Page 4

the tallest “cairn” of all. Early
cultural anthropologists Verne Ray,
James Teit, and others, noted, “As
the highest elevation in proximity to
traditional Spokane territory, it seems
reasonable to assume that Mount
Spokane was also a destination for
aboriginal vision quests and/or other
puberty rites. Such cultural activities
often entailed the stacking of large
stones to construct alignments and
cairns. Prehistoric cairns in upland
locales often command panoramic
views…”

Studebaker auto beside cairn
atop Mount Spokane in 1922,”
(Courtesy of Eastern Washington
State Historical Society, Spokane,
Accession 3 L94-36.408).
The cairns have been destroyed on
Mt. Spokane, a loss that cannot be
measured. What can be measured,
though, and must be protected,
is this mountain’s tremendous
physical beauty.
Unfortunately
pedestrians traveling the trails near
the river can’t catch glimpses of the
mountain’s ever-changing glory;
thankfully, early on, the Friends
of the Little Spokane River Valley
wisely planned trails and walkways
in the higher terraces above the valley
floor - where vistas to the east make
the heart nearly burst at the beauty of
the valley, its upland reaches - and
the mountain!
“O bring me a mountain!”
- Mt. Spokane / Continued on page 5 -
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Traceries of old trails (and Shady
Slope Road was once just a narrow
pathway) marked this land from times
past. One of the Indians’ permanent
settlements in the area was composed
of four or five houses; it was located
at the base Shady Slope (recorded
by V. Ray in 1936); its place name

meant, in Salish, “where the creek
enters the river,” and the settlement
connected to that old trail which led
to the summit of Mt. Spokane.
We know of this trail’s existence
because Beth Bell described it in her
October 1894 “foray on horseback
up Mount Carleton to retrieve a band
of horses which had been summer
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grazing on the mountain” – she stated
that access to the mountain’s top was
via an “Indian path” that measured
about five miles in total length:
There was only the narrowest possible
zigzag path, just wide enough for one
through dense tangled underbrush
on the mountain side, which closed
in across the path and reached away
above our heads, and the trail would
lose itself every
little
while
where we could
not find it…
At the time we
were going back
and forth, from
side to side, not
more than the
length of a horse
in one direction,
then doubling
back again.
Trails were part
of this landscape
long before the
FLSRV team
envisioned
and delineated
the
current
trails map. A
new map of
completed trails
is included in
this newsletter
(special thanks
to
Mark
Case, CADD
–Designer)
as
FLSRV
continues
to
work toward its
original goal of 25-30 miles of nonmotorized trails.
(The logger is now retired. His wife
wrote this article)
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Valley Cleanup
Michael Kennedy

Friends of the Little Spokane River
Valley held their annual clean up day for the
Valley on April 17, 2010. Approximately
thirty volunteers and members met at
the bottom of Shady Slope. The group
cleaned up most of the major roads in the
Valley from Wandermere to Perry; Shady
Slope to the top of the hill; Dartford to
Hazard Road; Hatch Road to the pool;
and Golden Road, Midway, and Colbert
Road.
We collected a lot of trash, pallets,
miscellaneous wood and a few tires.
Estimated total trash was 1000 to 1500
pounds - less than last year’s total. Maybe
we’re getting ahead of it!
After the clean up, a chili feed was
held on Bart and Lindell Hagen’s front
porch for those who helped out. The
weather cooperated this year with a little
rain and a lot of sun. Those who cooked:
Tina Wynecoop and Lindell Haggin
made Chili, Martha Schafer and Roberta
Ellis made cornbread and Harla Jean
Biever baked the cookies. Thanks to all
who helped with both clean up and the
cooking!!
Hope to see you all in early spring next
year.

Trails Update
Lance Pounder

We are currently working on two sections
of the Little Spokane River Valley Trail
system.
One section runs along the bank from
Lantern Lane, north around the curve of
the road to the bridge. We are working
on a design to keep the pedestrians safe
from cars coming around that curve by
utilizing jersey barriers and filling dirt
behind them; then putting railing along
the top of the barriers.
The second section is along Wandermere
Drive just south of the new sidewalk put
in for the apartments at the intersection of
Hatch Rd. and Wandermere Drive. This
section ties into the existing gravel drive
then runs along Upper Gleneden. This
section of the trail should be complete by
the time you receive this newsletter.
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Friends of
Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.
P.O. Box 18191
Spokane, WA 99228

Membership
Harla Jean Biever

We are a non-profit 501 (C3) Corporation.
Our goals are:
• To preserve and sustain the unique character
of the Little Spokane River Valley, including
its open space and natural setting.
• To maintain lower density zoning.
• To protect the area’s ecosystem including
water quality, wetlands, priority habitat and
wildlife, and dwindling native vegetation.
• To encourage the development of area
parks and natural areas.

of the purposes set forth, either alone or in
association with other corporations, firms or
individuals to do every act or acts, thing or
things, incidental to the attainment of said
purposes.

FLSRV Newsletter
is a publication of:

We have 72 member families for the
year 2010. If you would like to join with
your neighbors in reaching for the above
goals our dues are $25.00 per year. Send
a check along with your name, address,
phone number and email address to:

Friends of Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.

Harla Jean Biever, Treas., FLSRV
2220 E. Colbert Rd., Colbert, WA. 99005

Board of Directors

• To educate public officials of the concerns
of the Friends of the Little Spokane River
Valley, and be pro-active when major issues
are at the forefront.

P.O. Box 18191
Spokane, WA 99228
Phone: 509-466-2823

For article suggestions or comments,
contact Harla Jean Biever

Lance Pounder, President
Martha Schaefer, Vice President
Lindell Haggins, Secretary
Harla Jean Biever, Treasurer
Richard Kellogg, Director
Michael Kennedy, Director
Kirk Neumann, Director
Roger Slack, Director

• To do all and everything necessary, suitable
and proper for the accomplishment of any
FLSRV Newsletter

Friends of Little Spokane River Valley, Inc.

Tina Wyencoop, Director
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